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1.0 Purpose of Report 
 

 To propose an amendment to the Constitution in order to apply a Planning 
Public Speaking Protocol to Members` general speaking rights at Planning 
Board and Committees. 

 

2.0 Recommendations 
 
That Council be recommended that 
 
(1) Procedure Rule 38 of the Constitution be amended to add a new paragraph 
38.4,  “At the Planning Board and Planning Committees, Members` 
Speaking Rights are subject to the Public Speaking Protocol in Part 5 of the 
Constitution”; and  

 
(2) the Public Speaking Protocol set out as an Appendix to this report be added 
to the Constitution. 

  

3.0 Financial Implications for Transition Costs 
 
 None 
 
4.0 Financial Implications 2009/10 and beyond 
 
 None 
 
5.0 Legal Implications 
 

Member speaking rights are contained in the Constitution. The Council granted 
power to the Strategic Planning Board to adopt a Public Speaking Protocol for 
the Board and Planning Committees. The Protocol approved also covers 
Members` speaking rights. For consistency and clarity, the Constitution and 
Protocol should be brought into line. 

 
6.0 Risk Assessment 
 

 Provided that Members` speaking rights are clearly set out in relation to the  
 Planning Board and Committees, there are no associated risks. 



  
7.0 Background 
  
 Procedure rule 38 in the Constitution provides that any Member may attend  
 Committees to which they have not been appointed. “The Member has no right  
 to vote, but may speak with the consent of the chairman.” 
 

The Council delegated power to the Strategic Planning Board to adopt working 
protocols including a Public Speaking Protocol. On 4th March 2009 the Board 
adopted the Protocol at Appendix A. It gives enhanced speaking rights to a 
wide range of speakers who can address the Board and Committees before 
each application on the agenda.  
 
The Protocol sets out rules to facilitate the smooth running of the meeting. It 
asks all speakers, including Members, to give the Democratic Services Section 
24 hours written notice, to register with them 10-15 minutes before the meeting 
begins and to keep their speech to 3 minutes (5 minutes for ward councillors).  
 
In exceptional circumstances and with the Board/Committee’s approval, the 
Chairman may extend the speaking period for some or all speakers or to allow 
more speakers if appropriate.  

 
These rules have worked at the former Macclesfield BC for many years and 
help the Chairman prepare for and regulate the length of meetings, which can 
be substantially extended by the exercise of the rights. 
 

8.0 Conclusion 
 

The Protocol differs from the general rule in the Constitution in two respects. 
First, it gives Members a right to speak, instead of relying solely on the 
Chairman`s discretion. Secondly, it asks Members to abide by the same rules 
as the general public eg: 24 hours notice and a time limit for speaking, with 
flexibility to extend if appropriate. These changes are appropriate, given the 
volume of business transacted by the Planning Board and Committees. For 
consistency and clarity the general rule in the Constitution should be amended 
to take account of them and the Protocol should be appended to the 
Constitution for ease of reference.  

 
For further information: 
 
Portfolio Holder: Councillor Jamie Macrae 
Officer: Sheila Dillon 
Tel No:01270 529725 
Email: sheila.dillon@congleton.gov.uk 
 
Background Documents: 
 

Cheshire East Borough Council Constitution: available on the Council`s website or at 
Westfields, Sandbach 
 



 

 

 



 



 



 
 

 

 


